
to negotiate a place for children to embrace
nature as companion and not something to be
conquered.This class offers the students nature
ID cards, hand-held laminated cards relating to
that which they learned on the walk: Animal
Tracks on a winter walk, Native Plants in early
spring, Invasive Plants in late spring, etc. The
students now take this lesson home with them in 
preparation for the last class.

My Home Eco-Scape with Chuck Stead shares
the collected stories, artifacts, and photos ofour
young naturalists’new found home eco-scapes.
Returning to the classroom the students are now
encouraged to share what they have discovered
about their home eco-scapes in this final install-
ment ofNature Speak.What is key here is allow-
ing the students to hear the voice of nature in
their ‘not-so-wild’suburban homes. If we are to
achieve any reasonable relationship to the natural
world it will require our coming to grips with the
reality of nature all around us. These students
will wrap this six hour course up with a ‘hands
on’ appreciation of the ecosystems they live in
every day. It is our belief that once a young 
person comes to know a sense ofplace, she/he
embodies it.

10 Patriot Hills Driv e
Stony Point, NY 10980
(845) 429-7085
www .rocklandcce.org

Building Strong & Vibrant Communities in New York State

Cornell Cooperative Extension actively supports equal educational
and employment opportunities. No person shall be denied admission
to any educational program or activity or be denied employment on
the basis of any legal prohibited discrimination involving, but not 
limited to, such factors as race, color, religion, political beliefs, national
or ethnic origin, gender, sexual orientation, age, marital or family 
status, veteran status, or disability. Cornell Cooperative Extension is
committed to the maintenance of affirmative actions programs that
will assure the continuation of such equality for opportunity. Please
contact the Cornell Cooperative Extension of Rockland County office
if you have any special needs.

Naturalist Notes follows the personal journey
of Chuck Stead’s boyhood haunts in the 
Ramapo Hills where suburban culture crept
along the edge of an Appalachian upbringing.
Augmented with a power point on the changing 
environmental backdrop of his life as a young
naturalist/poet, this presentation takes the 
students into a time that is without limitations, a
time that early on recognizes the potential of
ecological collapse. Mr. Stead’s stories oflocal
adventure, mixed with the lore of the Ramapo
and set in the contemporary challenge of the
emerging age of plastic resonate with youth
eager to question authority and find an 
underlying truth.

Walking the Walk is lead by naturalist Ed
Bieber, along with Chuck Stead,and takes the
students on an expedition of their immediate
environ (at the school grounds). Here the 
students will come to learn how to read animal
sign,water story,winter sleep, and a whole range
of nature speak.Coming to know what a 
landscape is and how it has changed by our 
presence is the key to a realized dialog with
nature. Ed Bieber’s work over the years with 
children of all ages has long established his ability

Nature
Speak

Class Descriptions
(three 2-hour classes)

an environmental education
experience for youth

For more information, contact:
Chuck Stead

429-7085,x125
wgs42@cornell.edu



Chuck Stead is a naturalist/storyteller from the

Ramapo Mountains and has long been working in

environmental education in the New York area.He

is currently the Environmental Educator at Cornell

Cooperative Extension ofRockland, an adjunct

professor of Environmental Studies at Ramapo

College in Mahwah, NJ, and teaches a course in

Cultural Anthropology at Rockland Country 

Day School.

Ed Bieber is a renown environmental educator

here in the Hudson Highlands and has long 

established his reputation as director of the Nature

Place Day Camp, a unique summer camp that

makes peace with the eco-scape. He has initiated a

movement ofcooperative learning about nature for

countless school groups.

Educators

Nature Speak is a program ofnatural linguistics,
a kind of eco-speak,which requires a kind of
eco-listen.This program encourages the natural
tendencies ofyouth to explore the sights, the
sounds, the voice of nature long believed to be a
competitive voice (How red the tooth and claw?)
as opposed to the indigenous dialogue ofkinship
(Father Sun,Grandfather Beaver, Spider Woman).

This course involves three classes (two hours
each) that take the students along the flora/fauna
footpath within the region of suburbia,the places
of development where nature has been most
impacted.Environmental Educators Chuck Stead
and Ed Bieber join in this venture to encourage
through story and experience a human/nature 
collaboration within the local ecosystem.

I norder tohear thevoiceof natureonemust first learnitslanguage.

This educational program is being offered
through Cornell Cooperative Extension from
January through April of 2010,with a second
phase being offered from September through
November. Scheduling designed for the third to
fifth grade students with a cost to the school of
$400 payable to Cornell Cooperative Extension
of Rockland.This price covers the three sessions,
any preliminary work done at the field site, and
the laminated nature ID cards. The only technical
equipment that is required by the school is a
power point projector for the first class and the
third class.

When scheduling this program the weeks for
each class need to follow consecutively and the
class time must be on a Tuesday and or
Wednesday.It is preferable that the two hour class
time be devoted to the same student body such
that the students ofa given class get a full six
hour package of lecture/f ield work/pr esentation
and evaluation.The material in this ‘local learning’
package has been tailored toward standard 
environmental science curriculum for primary
and middle school expectations but if particular
subjects are relevant it can be focused to 
meet them.

Nature Speak


