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Thank you for your interest in the upcoming 2012 Master Gardener Training Program. The
Master Gardener program is a wonderful way to learn and grow with fellow volunteers who enjoy
similar interests, while improving the environment and natural beauty of your community.

Training will be held at 9:00am-4:00pm on Thursdays (approx. 17 weeks) beginning September
6, 2012 through January 31, 2013. Possible snow dates could extend the training through February
21,2013. This year, our training will be in partnership with three other Hudson Valley Master
Gardener Programs. Most classes will be held at the Education Center in Rockland County, and a few
fall sessions will be held at the Orange County extension office in Middletown. Carpooling will be
available.

Upon completion of your training, you will be asked to donate at least 100 hours of volunteer
time over a two year period. You will have many opportunities to volunteer: teaching classes and
workshops, working with children and teachers in school and after- school programs, assisting with
school and community garden projects, assisting with horticulture therapy programs, answering
gardening questions at community events, volunteering in our horticulture lab and much more.

Because class size is limited, applicants go through an interview process. Interviews will be
scheduled in the spring of 2012 and acceptance letters mailed in July/August 2012. The $250
registration fee is due by August 15th, 2012. This year, students will receive an electronic version of
the 500 page Master Gardener Training, however if you prefer a paper version, there is an additional
$50 fee for the printed manual.

If you are interested in joining the Master Gardener Volunteer Program, please review and return
the following (forms can be downloaded from our website) to my attention before May 1, 2012:

o Volunteer Application and Interest Survey

o Volunteer Agreement / Code of Conduct

o 2 letters of reference (not related to you, the same people you list on your application)

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me anytime. 1 look forward to receiving your
application and meeting you.

Sincerely,
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Horticulture Educator
Certified in Volunteer Administration
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