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The Ralph Snodsmith Perennial Garden

Much of our work this year has been in the Ralpbddmith Perennial Garden. Part of the Garderillis st
recovering from the Fall 2008 repair to an undemgrbpipe which required the removal of plants amitl s
from about a quarter of the garden. Also, the wfddhas been seriously snacking on this garden. We
usually blame the deer and woodchucks but now ddrrabbits to the list. A final woe, as with any
herbaceous perennial garden, some plants incrediselypand slowly from their crown and others send
stolons, rapidly overrunning their neighbors. He RS Perennial Garden, the worst offenders arstélkd
Bellflower (Campanula glomera)aHardy AgeratumEupatorium coelestinuprand Gooseneck
Loosestrife Lysimachia clethroidgs We manage the first two plants, by removingeakias but two
years ago we decided to eliminate the Goosneckdstofe completely. Even though it has a lovelyitevh
flower blooming in midsummer, it is too aggressiaetually a garden thug. We still found new plaoftg
this year because even a tiny bit of root left betltan sprout.

With the untimely passing of this garden’s namesakedecided to honor Ralph Snodsmith by requesting
some new plants. We created a list of herbaceerenpials that included new plants not representéue
garden, which would grow well in the site, bloondédferent times and, most important, which woutt n
be tasty to mammals. Checking the Cooperativerisita guidelines on deer resistant plants (which we
hope the woodchucks and rabbits also read bugiity@robably don’t) we chose Japanese Anemone
(Anemone x hybridaGoat’'s BeardAruncus dioicus Turtlehead Chelone lyonii, Wild Bleeding Heart
(Dicentra eximg, Globe Thistle Echinops banaticys Cranesbill Geranium Rozann&¢ranium’Gerwhat’
Rozanng Lavender [(avandula x intermedja Variegated Jacob’s Laddé?dlemonium reptansMeadow
Sage $alvia nemerogaand FoamflowerTiarella hybrid. Matterhorn generously donated all of the
plants.

This season we are also trying to be more diligeapplying animal deterent sprays. We have beéntab
get blossoms on our Blue Lace Cap Hydrangal{angea macrophyllaone of the few woody perennials
in the RS Garden and a favorite of deer) and recgrevth on the BoltoniaBoltonia asteroidgsand
Balloon Flower Platycodon grandiflorawhich were heavily bowsed in the late spring dtesiie fact that
they are supposed to be ‘rarely damaged by déegain, we suspect the woodchucks are not readimg th
list.

As we work in the garden, we tend to focus on vidabt working and try to correct it. However wea
do try to step back and take a look at what isedding. A real joy are the ‘volunteer’ plants thap up
each year. We usually find California PoppiEsdhscholtzia californica So. American Verbena
(Verbena bonariensjsLove in the Mist Nigella spp), and Butterfly WeedAsclepias tuberoga This

year we have been enjoying a bumber crop of Cat¢Bflene armerix Originally from Europe, Catchfly
is a naturalized but non-invasive wildflower. Itshaterwoven itself in the RS Perennial and Hiktsid
Garden providing splashes of eyecatching deep gim&n though we didn’t plant it, we do appreciis t
volunteer. One other group of volunteers also aglthrour gardens are the people who took the Green
Gardener course which requests that they spent &ders working in the Demo gardens. It has been
wonderful to get to know them and their help is mappreciated.

Blue Lace Cap Hydrangea Catchfly
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